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THE ROYAL GRAPEVINE

T HE CLERK SLID A TELEPHONE MEMO ACROSS THE HOTEL S FRONT
desk, looking at Robert with new respect in his eyes. Rob-
ert picked up the small piece of paper and read the neat script in
ballpoint pen. The message could have been any of the thousands
of mundane messages that anyone receives throughout the years
from friends, family, coworkers, neighbors, or bosses. This mes-
sage, however, noted that Queen Juliana of the Netherlands had
called.

Below the impressive name was a long series of numbers
which the clerk explained was the telephone number for the Roy-
al Palace in the Netherlands, including the correct country code.
Monsieur could dial the number in privacy from his room. Un-
spoken, of course, was the fact that the desk clerk was extremely
curious to know why this rather unassuming and seemingly unex-
ceptional American man would be receiving a message from the
queen of the Netherlands. Actually, so did the American himself.

Robert placed the call from his room. A receptionist respond-
ed and put him on hold for what seemed like a long time but was
probably just a few minutes. Then a female voice answered. He
expected it to be the receptionist again or perhaps a personal sec-
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retary to the queen. It was Queen Juliana herself. In a strong voice
that was rm and kind, she explained why she had called him.

Dr. Morrison, you have been highly recommended by King
Baudouin. He suggested I contact you immediately for an appoint-
ment before you return to the United States.

Robert had inadvertently discovered the royal grapevine.

How can | help you, um ... He paused, not sure how to ad-
dress the queen of the Netherlands, nally settling for Your Maj-
esty.

We would appreciate it if you could nd time to visit us here.
We would like to consult you on some eye problems. The queen
was obviously reluctant to go into personal details on the tele-
phone.

If you can oblige us, | can make ight arrangements for to-
morrow and send a car to meet you at the airport here.

Robert thought quickly, mentally processing the possibilities.
The Netherlands was a hop, skip, and a jump from Brussels. He
could easily t in the appointment in the neighboring country ...
another kingdom heard from, so to speak.

King Baudouin had arranged to help his friend, the queen of
the Netherlands. Early the next morning, one of his royal limou-
sines arrived to pick up Robert at the hotel and take him to the
Brussels Airport. Robert boarded a commercial ight to Amster-
dam where he was welcomed by another limousine, this one be-
longing to Queen Juliana.

What had at rst been an entirely new experience in being
treated like royalty was fast becoming a habit. On the second limo
ride, Robert considered the fact that he could easily learn to enjoy
being pampered like this.

When he checked in at the Amstel Hotel, the desk clerk pro-
vided another message from Queen Juliana. He was to have a good
evening, and her limousine would pick him up the next morning to take
him to the palace for the appointment with the queen and her family.
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THE LIMOUSINE DROVE THROUGH AMSTERDAM S MID-MORNING
traf c. As the vehicle pulled up to stoplights, Robert began to
notice the pedestrians waiting to cross the street, wanting to get
a good look into the limousine s windows. Those were the days
before tinted window glass so the pedestrians could see the oc-
cupants clearly. They fully expected to see either Queen Juliana or
Prince Bernhard in the backseat. Instead, there was Robert.

He hated to disappoint the citizens who thought they would
catch a glimpse of the royal family, so each time the limousine
stopped and someone on the sidewalk appeared to be looking to-
ward him, he tried to give a regal nod. Perhaps they d think they
had seen another visiting royal and not an optometrist from Har-
risburg, Pennsylvania.

On the drive, the chauffeur explained that the royal family did
not normally live in the formal Royal Palace in the center of Am-
sterdam. The palace was used for entertaining and of cial func-
tions. He was now driving Robert to the family s actual residence,
about 25 miles outside the city. It was a much more casual home.

Soestdijk Palace appeared anything but casual to Roberts
eyes. As they approached the gate, a guard snapped to attention
and saluted. The chauffeur drove them through, and they traveled
the equivalent of a few city blocks between the gate and the palace,
past beautifully manicured grounds punctuated by majestic trees
and owering plants.

Soestdijk Palace consisted of a central, two-story, white struc-
ture with two wings. The palace was originally built as a royal
hunting lodge in the seventeenth century. Later. it was seized dur-
ing Napoleons invasion and became an inn for French troops.
Eventually, the palace was given to William 1l of the Netherlands
because of his efforts leading the combined Dutch and Belgian
forces at the Battle of Waterloo. Queen Juliana and Prince Bern-
hard lived in Soestdijk Palace for more than 60 years.

An escort showed Robert to a guest suite on the rst oor
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of the palace, in the right hand wing. As soon as Robert entered
the suite, he noticed the wallpaper and bedspreads were done in
a matching blue print; everything in the suite, in fact, seemed to
match.

During subsequent visits, when Robert and Ruth brought
their children, the prince had given the wide-eyed Jim and Patty a
tour of the entire palace, with Robert and Ruth trailing along be-
hind. Robert noticed that the queen s bedroom was twice the size
of Prince Bernhard s.

Prince Bernhard was a charming fellow, slightly raf sh, but
handsomely groomed. He preferred light blue, button down col-
lar shirts and wore a carnation in his lapel. Where the carnation
habit began, Robert didn t know, but he soon learned that even
when Prince Bernhard traveled, an aide made sure a fresh carna-
tion would be delivered to his hotel room each day.

Eventually, Robert and Prince Bernhard were to become close
friends. Whenever Robert was visiting the Netherlands, they d sit
in Bernhard s of ce, cluttered with his collection of elephant gu-
rines of all sizes, made of ivory, jade, and wood. They d chat about
everything from politics to golf, family to history, especially fo-
cusing on World War II.

The prince had been born into German nobility, but he had
gained respect from the Dutch when he worked with the resistance
against Hitler. During the early German invasion, he was said to
have grabbed a machine gun and organized the Palace Guards to
repel German paratroopers.

The Nazi occupation had forced his wife, then Princess Ju-
liana, and their two daughters, Beatrix and Irene, to ee, rstto
London, then to Canada for the duration of the war. Prince Bern-
hard joined the resistance in England and served as a pilot for the
Allies in the Royal Air Force. After the war the monarchs returned
to help rebuild their country that had been devastated by the Ger-
man invasion.
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Robert and Prince Bernhard developed a rare friendship,
perhaps because each was not only intelligent and independent
in spirit but irrepressible. As a young man, the prince had shown
his dashing personality by arriving for his rst of cial visit to his

ancfe, the then Crown Princess Juliana, in a powerful car. He
raced into the town until stopped by a policeman, who actually
apologized to the prince, but requested the young man please slow
down while in the country.

Despite the trappings of royalty and the rumors of immense
wealth, Queen Juliana and Prince Bernhard were heads of a warm,
loving family. Robert could even believe the story passed through-
out the world, which he knew could have been an exaggeration but
sounded like something the gracious queen might do.

As the story goes, the queen invited some of her country s
farm women to the Royal Palace for an event promoting agricul-
ture. Having never dined in any setting more elegant than a cafe,
one of the farm women mistakenly picked up a nger bowl, with
its neat slice of lemon oating in it, and drank the water. Perhaps
she d thought it was some form of lemonade. In any case, to avoid
embarrassing the woman, the queen picked up her own nger bowl
and drank it as well.

The family had four daughters: Beatrix, who later became
queen; Irene, who married the prince of Spain; Margriet; and the
last born, Princess Marijke Christina.

It was Princess Christina, the baby of the family and a young
adult at the time, who needed attention. It had become rumored
that Princess Christina was virtually blind. It was also understood
by Robert that treating the royals meant discretion. In all his years
treating royalty and celebrities, Robert kept their problems to him-
self. He could never con rm or deny that he was their eye doctor
unless they rst mentioned it in public. Further, he would never
discuss what his services entailed, what the speci ¢ eye problem
or diagnosis was, or even admit that the person wore contact lens-
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es. His code of silence lasted decades.

However, various magazines at the time had reported Princess
Christina had very limited vision, and Dr. Morrison would never
comment on such matters. The eye problems were thought to have
originated when her mother contracted rubella when she was preg-
nant with her. Though Christina loved to sing and play the piano,
she could hardly read music.

Robert performed a standard eye examination, and it was
quickly evident that Princess Christinas eye problem was grave.
She couldn t read even the very largest, top line of the eye chart.
At the time, the various international news magazines, including
Newsweek and Time, were investigating whether or not the prin-
cesshad anarti cial eye. Later, a reporter from Time called Robert
and corralled him with a direct question, Does she or doesn t
she? Only Robert knew for sure and he wasn t talking.

His response was one he d learned to provide any news service
over the decades of working with celebrities. 1 m not at liberty to
say. | Il neither con rm nor deny. Just to be polite and avoid slam-
ming the phone down, Dr. Morrison always added, | am going
to wish you good luck in your work and hang up the phone now.
Which he did. Nora, the lady-in-waiting for Princess Christina,
loved that response.

ROBERT THOUGHT HE COULD IMPROVE PRINCESS CHRISTINA S VISION
by taking advantage of the pinhole effect that would possibly help
her eye xate on the objects she viewed such as her music.

The idea that a pinhole could help the eye was not new. A
company in South Africa made and sold pinhole eye glasses. Rob-
ert, however, decided to make a pinhole contact lens in which the
pupillary part of the lens was black with a clear pinhole open-
ing. This unique solution improved on eyeglasses because, un-
like glasses, a contact lens would move as the eye moved. Thus, it
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would focus properly.

He would have to treat the princess in Harrisburg in order to
create the contact lens. Queen Juliana and Prince Bernhard balked
at the idea of sending their youngest daughter to Harrisburg. They
wanted Robert to do the work at the palace or at least in an eye
doctors of ce in the Netherlands. But Roberts equipment for
the relatively new contact lens technology, and especially for the
unique pinhole design he intended to use, was all in the states.

Even if he transferred his equipment to the Netherlands, it
all operated on the U.S. 110 volt system. It wouldn t work on Eu-
ropean power that operated on 210 or 220 volts. He could use a
converter, but he couldn t be sure that there wouldn t be any prob-
lems. No, it made sense to have Princess Christina come to him
in Harrisburg where he felt comfortable with the equipment and
could ensure the best results.

PRINCESS CHRISTINA ARRIVED IN HARRISBURG WITH AN ENTOURAGE
of three: her lady-in-waiting, Nora, plus two burly bodyguards
whose job it was to protect the royal princess from a possible kid-
napping attempt.

The princess stayed in Roberts daughters room, while the
bodyguards patrolled the house, alternating shifts throughout the
night. Though Robert told them not to worry, they stated that Her
Majesty had requested it, and they would not disobey Her Majes-
ty s wishes.

With their approval, however, the Morrisons held two parties
to welcome the princess to Harrisburg. One was held just for young
adults so she could meet others her own age. The other event was
a formal party for which Robert hired Peter Duchins Orchestra,
which had played at the White House.

Robert and Ruth also arranged to take the princess to Philadel-
phia one evening so she could listen to the Philadelphia Symphony
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Orchestra. Another day they traveled to Washington, D.C., where
they were able to meet personnel at the Netherlands Embassy.

From the comments Princess Christina later wrote in the
Morrisons guest book, it was obvious she had a good time. She
wrote:

To kind Bob and Ruth,
I’m going to tell the truth.
My stay I will never forget,
Though I hardly saw my bed.
You did wonderful things for me,
Thankful I will always be.
I can read music and book,
Thanks for all the trouble you took.

The procedure Robert had planned for Princess Christina was
one that worked well for some, but not so well for others. He creat-
ed the contact lens and tted it on the princess. He held his breath
as she read the eye chart. She could see half of it, which effectively
doubled her vision. Christina now could manage to read music and
play the piano, an activity that gave her great joy.

Her mother was not only queen of Netherlands with all the
power and wealth that that implied, but she was also a member of a
royal family that was reputed to be one of the richest in the world.
However, Robert didn t request any money for his extraordinary
efforts. The Rolls-Royce, delivered to him later in the United
States, was Queen Juliana s version of a simple thank-you gift.

Robert never intended for the story about the queen, the prin-
cess, and the Rolls-Royce to become public knowledge. A gentle-
man who d received a Bentley automobile from the queen men-
tioned the Rolls-Royce when he was telling his own story to The
Philadelphia Inquirer. The story was picked up by the Associated
Press.
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THE ROYAL GRAPEVINE
IN HIGH GEAR

THE MEETINGS WITH KING BAUDOUIN AND QUEEN JULIANA HAD
set more than just the wheels of a Rolls-Royce in motion.
The royal grapevine went into high gear, recommending Dr. Mor-
rison from one royal family to another, from Europe to the Middle
East.

Robert was requested to treat Prince Rainier of Monaco and
his wife, Princess Grace, the former Grace Kelly, as well as their
son, Prince Albert. On one visit to the Royal Palace in Monaco,
Robert was amazed to see Grace Kelly s Oscar sitting casually on
a side table in the family s living area.

Often, Ruth and the children would accompany Robert on his
treks to Monaco. When Prince Albert was rst trying to adjust to
his contact lenses, it was 12-year-old Patty who cheerfully taught
the 15-year-old prince the trick of inserting the lenses and remov-
ing them.

One of the best perks for Robert was a week-long pro-celeb-
rity tournament held each year in Monaco. The tournament was
scheduled to begin immediately after The Wimbledon Champion-
ships in order to entice the world s top tennis professionals to at-
tend while they were still nearby. Hollywood s brightest stars were

own rst class from California and lavished with luxurious ac-
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commodations, gourmet meals, and ne wines all provided by the
sponsoring companies including Reebok, Volvo, and Alberto Cul-
ver.

Robert didn t consider himself in their class, but he was of-
fered the full package and happily mingled with the stars at parties,
lunches, banquets, and during the countless rounds of tennis that
were played in the stadium at the posh Monaco Country Club.

Robert loved the chance to play his best game. During the
years he participated, he won the tournament twice in doubles,
once when his partner was Don Budge, one of the greatest ten-
nis players in the world, having won Wimbledon, the U.S. Open,
the French, and the Australian Championships. The second time
Robert won, his partner was Fred Stolle, who had won doubles at
Wimbledon.

Each celebrity, win or lose, received a tennis bag lled with
gifts that included monogrammed tee shirts and even tennis shoes,
sized correctly. When Robert made the tournament nal, he was
given several additional tennis out ts, Reebok tennis shoes, and
a Prince racket. Since the nal was televised, he was requested to
use the items to highlight the event s sponsors.

The Monaco Royal Family, of course, was an important part
of the event. Two of Prince Rainier and Princess Grace s children,
Prince Albert and Princess Caroline, participated in the tennis.

Robert met many celebrities during his stay, including Sharon
Stone, Sean Connery, Lloyd Bridges, Lynda Carter (who was then
playing Wonder Woman), and Regis Philbin and the producer of
his show, Michael Gelman. Not all the stars were Robert s patients,
but some became patients after meeting him in Monaco, includ-
ing Lloyd Bridges. Mr. Bridges later invited Robert to California
where Robert examined his eyes.

ONE TIME PRINCE ALBERT WAS VISITING THE MORRISONS AT THEIR
home in Harrisburg. They were all invited to the Governor s Man-
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sion for dinner. While they were there, Governor Thornburgh
asked Prince Albert what he d done that day. Prince Albert men-
tioned that he and Robert had played tennis. The governor asked
who d won and Prince Albert admitted that Robert had, but it was
just a warm-up match. Prince Albert laughed and said that he d get
Robert the next day.

The next day they couldn t play on the court at the Morrisons
home because a company from Baltimore had come to put up a
tent on the tennis court, so Prince Albert and Robert had to play
at the Blue Ridge Country Club. The two men did, and a crowd
quickly amassed. Someone even phoned the press; one of the re-
porters was from the local newspaper and another was from USA
Today.

While warming up, Prince Albert said with a smile, Lets
make a bet.

OK, Robert replied. What do you like in Harrisburg?

I love your home, Prince Albert said.

I love your casino, said Robert, referring to the Monte Carlo
Casino.

The two friends played as the crowd watching got larger and
larger. It was a great game, and some of Roberts friends in the
crowd signaled to Robert to let Prince Albert win, but it was not
to be. Somehow, Robert won. USA Today reported that Robert had
won the Monte Carlo Casino that day.

Before Prince Albert left Harrisburg, he d written in the Mor-
rison guest book, How could I ever thank you enough. My three
days with you were fabulous, you all were perfect hosts and what
a party that was! ... The only negative point of the weekend was
losing the Casino!! I have just one question: who should break the
news to Dad?!! Thanks again. Much love. You re a great family.

The next few visits Robert made to Monaco, he joked, How
is my casino? Please take good care of it.

YNDA CARTER HAPPENED TO CALL ROBERT S NEW Y ORK OFFICE
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for an appointment when he was examining the singer, Connie
Francis. The secretary called to Robert, Dr. Morrison, you re
wanted on the phone. Wonder Woman is making a movie and has
to talk to you right away.

Lynda was Iming the movie in three different locations and
wanted to have a pair of contact lenses available for each place.
Actually, she decided she really wanted three pairs for each lo-
cation, something which Robert told her wasn t really necessary.
Even just one extra pair would be plenty, but Lynda insisted.

When Robert hung up, Connie Francis said, | Il have twelve
pairs. Robert explained that twelve was more than anyone need-
ed.

Is Lynda Carter getting nine pairs?

Yes, Robert replied. She wants three pairs at each of three
locations.

Then | II have twelve. | want more than she has.

BEAUTIFUL MODEL CHERYL TIEG ONCE INTERVIEWED ROBERT ON
the Today Show. When the interview was over, Tieg invited Rob-
ert to lunch. Dr. Morrison declined with regrets, having to rush
to speak at the Mount Holly Women s Club lunch near Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. A few hours later, Robert was speaking to the Wom-
ens Club, sharing the story, amidst much laughter and delight. It
was the day the Women s Club had taken precedence over Cheryl
Tieg.

ARLENE FRANCIS WAS A FAMOUS STAR OF THE STAGE AND SCREEN,
as well as television and radio. She had a nationally syndicated
radio program on WOR in New York City for many years, where
she interviewed many of the great stars of the time. Once she said
to Carol Channing, | know you wear contact lenses and so do |I.
| was wondering if you were hard to t since you have those won-
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derful, big eyes?

Ms. Channing replied, | have the best eye doctor in the whole
world and the challenge was his, and he has made me very happy.
He s the very best.

No, said Arlene Francis, my eye doctor is the very best.
But my eye doctor is Dr. Robert Morrison, and he is the best
in the world.

Arlene Francis laughed, and she admitted that Carol Channing
was right. You see, Ms. Franciss eye doctor was also Dr. Robert
Morrison.

It was a pretty good free commercial for Dr. Morrison s prac-
tice, and many people phoned for appointments after that inter-
view.

BARBARA WALTERS WAS DR. MORRISON S PATIENT FOR OVER 22
years. The two became friends, and the Morrisons homes are
adorned with her many wonderful gifts. Robert s daughter, Patty,
wears a Cartier watch with an inscription on the back, To RM
from Barbara Walters.

Barbara went to Iran to interview the Shah. She sent a won-
derful gift to Robert from Iran and mentioned that the Shah and
she had talked about him since they were both Robert s patients.

ROBERT S LIST OF ROYAL CLIENTS GREW TO INCLUDE THE GRAND
Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg, the Crown Prince of Saudi
Arabia, and the Shah of Iran and his family, including Princess
Sarvenaz, who even today visits the Morrisons at their home in
Florida. Robert was becoming adept at traversing the political and
social world abroad but not without a few missteps.

One of these would occur after he started treating the Shah of
Iran. Robert s innate love of learning tempted him to learn to speak
Iran s native language, Farsi. This, despite the fact that the Shah



104 MAN OF VISION

and many in his family spoke English.

Later, he was in London to examine Mr. Adnan Kashoggi and
his wife. Mr. Kashoggi was then reported to be the richest man in
the world. At the time he d contacted Robert, Mr. Kashoggi wasn t
allowed in the United States, and he asked Robert to come to Lon-
don. When Robert agreed, Mr. Kashoggi sent him round trip tick-
ets on the wonderful, now defunct Concorde. Robert recalls the
tickets were approximately $8,000.

Robert had read that Mr. Kashoggi s wife was from Iran, so
he decided to ash his Farsi. In the best accent he could muster, he
told her she was very beautiful.

She replied in Italian-accented English something that sound-
ed like, What zat you ah said?

He replied in English, | was trying to speak Farsi, since |
read that you were Iranian.

She blithely replied, 1do not speak Farsi. That was a different
wife.

It is permissible for a Muslim man to have as many as four
wives.

ON ANOTHER OCCASION ROBERT WAS ASKED TO VISIT THE MARBLE
palace of the Shah of Iran s mother, the Queen Mother. This time
Robert was absolutely sure that she spoke Farsi but no English.
Robert would nally have the opportunity to practice his newly
acquired language skills. He d met her and her grandson before,
so that seemed to be a safe topic.

In Farsi, Robert asked the Queen Mother about her grand-
son.

The Queen Mother laughed. Robert bit his tongue, trying to

gure out what in heaven s name he could have said that was so

funny. From across the large, ornate room an interpreter volun-
teered to help.
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The interpreter joined them, and the Queen Mother and she
exchanged some conversation in Farsi. Soon they were both laugh-
ing hysterically. When they were nally able to compose them-
selves, the interpreter told Robert he had said, Your grandson is a
jackass.

The Queen Mother then told the interpreter to please tell Rob-
ert something else for her. Tell Dr. Morrison | agree with him.

Robert gave up the Farsi after that.

A TABLOID IN GERMANY REPORTED THAT THE PRINCE OF SAUDI
Arabia had his eyes examined by Robert in Riyadh. The story de-
scribed how the Rolls-Royce limo had picked Robert up at the
airport in Saudi Arabia and took him to the Royal Palace, which
was even described in the article in detail, with all its splendor.
The story was picked up by the tabloids in South America.

The only problem with that story, Robert had never been to
Saudi Arabia. The prince, however, did come to Harrisburg once,
in a private jet with armed bodyguards. They all had dinner in the
Morrisons home.

After dinner, the prince asked if he could have a little tour of
the Morrisons home, as he liked it. Robert guided him around and
eventually showed him the indoor pool, pointing out that both the
room and the water were heated.

The prince felt the water and said, It is not warm.

Robert replied, Your fault. The price of oil is so high I can no
longer afford to heat the water. They both laughed.

THROUGH IT ALL, ROBERT S OFFICE PRACTICE CONTINUED TO THRIVE.
When he wasn t traveling, he taught Thursdays at the Pennsylvania
College of Optometry as an associate professor of optometry and
at New York Medical College as an assistant professor of oph-
thalmology. He was later appointed Professor of Ophthalmology



